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“Human memory is a marvelous but fallacious instru-
ment. The memories which lie within us are not carved
in stone; not only do they tend to become erased as the
years go by, but often they change, or even increase by
incorporating extraneous features. “

Primo Levi
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Der Schnitt
A representation of time and history through
architecture.

Designing a documentation centre about the
National Socialist period on the site of the Braune
Haus in Munich is an important, complex and
delicate task. The job at hand can be reduced

to two major issues: functionality and meaning.
Functionality is self- evident and goes beyond
efficiency, budget and effectivity. The design must
be able to withstand the fluctuations of time and
provide the institute with the space which will
enable it to fulfil its role for society in an optimal
fashion.

The issue of meaning however, is fundamental.

In our view, the building cannot simply be seen

as a neutral ‘container’. The architectural and
landscape design of such a program and on this
specific location will inevitably become a statement
about its significance in the context of the city. But
how should one relate architecture to this subject
without relapsing into platitudes?

The architecture of the building represents the
interaction between space, the notions of time
and collective memory, and the people occupying
it. The design is a cross-section of the layered
history of this location. Literally and figuratively,
the building provides access to that history and at
the same time emphasises the specific importance
of the documentation centre as part of the public
cityscape. Just like history and memories, the
building is sometimes diffuse (using translucent
concrete) and at other times layered or transparent.
In this way, visitors become part of the building and
the exhibition, and together they become part of
the city.
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